Evolution of personality disorder diagnosis in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders.
This article reviews the history and evolution of the diagnosis of personality disorders according to the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM) from its first edition in 1952 through its fourth edition in 1994. The article also traces the earliest origins of personality disorders (e.g., Hippocrates) through the modern foundational works of Pritchard, Schneider, and Horney. Analysis of the changes across the editions of the DSM suggest slow but steady progress in the clarification and classification of personality disorders, although formidable challenges remain. A call for future research as to reliability and validity of personality disorders is made, and suggestions for research are offered.